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Local Meat for Local Meals –
Mobile Meat Processing Unit Update
This summer marked the launch of the
USDA Mobile Meat Processing Project.  
With a successful and well attended
ribbon cutting ceremony on June 19,
operation of the unit by the Puget
Sound Meat Producers Cooperative
began in July.   Ribbon cutting attendees included local farmers, butchers,
and chefs, as well as a great number
of agency and government officials.
The USDA Mobile Meat Processing Unit
(MMPU) is a 45-foot long trailer that
travels to local farms and ranches to
humanely butcher animals to USDA
specifications.  The MMPU then transports the animal carcasses to a cut and
wrap facility for further processing.
The MMPU is self-contained and is
manned with a crew of trained processing personnel, including a USDA
inspector.  The mobile model makes
good sense for the Puget Sound region
due to its close proximity to both rural
farm areas and urban communities
and consumers.  This unit is based in
Pierce County and is anticipated to
serve producers in Pierce, King, Kitsap,
Thurston, Lewis, and Mason Counties.
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Cheryl Oullette, local farmer and operations
manager of the Puget Sound Meat Producers
Cooperative, was honored for her ability to
bring people together and create a brighter
future for agriculture in Pierce County. At the
June 19 ceremony, she received a Certificate of
Appreciation from Pierce County Councilmembers Joyce McDonald, Dick Muri, and Terry Lee
for her community service.

Pierce Conservation District Executive
Director, Monty Mahan, cuts the ribbon
on the newly constructed USDA Mobile
Meat Processing Unit.

Designed to help farmers access local
retail opportunities such as farmers
markets, restaurants, and other retail
outlets, this project will help increase
agricultural profitability by making it
easier for farmers to stay in business
on their land. The MMPU is designed
to revitalize an age-old industry by
replacing a missing piece of necessary infrastructure, energizing and
reviving the remaining elements (i.e.
local butcher shops and butchers), and
providing a missing product, “Local
Meat for Local Meals.”  This tool will
not only provide farmers greater control
over production schedules and costs,
quality of end product, and retail
price, but also provide purchasers and
consumers greater control over the
quality, cut, and availability of local
meat.  Additional benefits of this
project include increased food safety,
support for humane and sustainable
livestock production, and increased
local dollars circulating within the communities in which they were generated.
For more information on the services
provided by the MMPU, visit the Puget
Sound Meat Producers Cooperative online at www.psmpc.com.
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Contact Us:
Pierce conservation district
Phone: (253) 845-9770
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll-free: (866) 845-9485
Key Peninsula: (253) 884-9474
E-mail: admin@piercecountycd.org
Web: www.piercecountycd.org
Pierce Stream Team:
Phone: (253) 845-2973
Fax: (253) 845-4569
Toll-free: (866) 845-9485
E-mail: streamteam@piercecountycd.org
www.piercecountycd.org/streamteam.html
mail for both the district and
stream team can be sent to:
5430 66th Avenue East
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371

Low Tide Beach Walk
During low tide events this past
summer, Pierce County residents and
visitors were out in force to examine
tide pools, gently lift rocks, and wade
into receding waters as eel grass beds
and other hiding places for shore crab,
welks, and other slow moving marine
organisms were exposed.  
In June, Shellfish Partners held their
fifth annual guided beach walk to help
showcase the activities supported this
past year that promote water quality protection. Our illustrious guide,
Alan Rammer, entertained the crowd
by detailing the exceptional adaptive
capabilities required of animals that
call the nearshore home. Fascinating
characteristics, including how the
barnacle catches prey with its toes, or
the sea cucumber that can regurgitate
its internal organs as a defense mechanism, were described. Each animal was
collected with care, discussed, and
returned back to its place by event participants with a new found respect for
the enormous effort it takes to survive
in the marine environment.  

As the walk turned back toward shore,
Alan recalled a story about a young
girl who asked why he cared so much
about the ocean. He held up a large jar
of plastic wrappers, trash, and shiny
pop tops and explained that he cared
because he was worried that opportunities to safely walk on the beach, swim,
or harvest resources were not going to
be there for her as she grew up.
Trash and polluted stormwater have
helped foul the oceans. Now is the time
for each of us to do our part to pick
up the pace in community-wide efforts
that reduce waste and keep surface
water clean of oils, pharmaceuticals,
sediment, excessive fertilizers, and
chemicals. Shellfish Partners has helped
encourage these corrective actions
through the efforts of the Pierce Conservation District, Tacoma-Pierce County
Health Department, and Pierce County
Surface Water Management. For information on how you can help change the
tide and clean up Puget Sound, please
contact the Pierce Conservation District.

Over 100 South
Sound residents
participated in the
2009 guided beach
walk on the Purdy
Spit to explore the
low tide and learn
about the marine
environment.

2

PCD’s 19th Annual Native Plant Sale
Native plants have evolved to grow
in the soils, topography, and climate
of western Washington. This gives
them decided advantages, including
greater resistance to pests and better
ability to withstand wet winters and
dry summers. Uses for native plants
include naturescaping (low-water
requirement landscapes), rain garden
installations, wildlife enhancement,
reforestation, wetland and stream
enhancement, erosion control, and
landscaping around homes and farms.
It is for these reasons that conservation districts across the nation
promote the use of native plants.   
Native plants purchased through the
District’s plant sale are bare root stock,
which means they do not come in pots
or burlap bags. The plants are grown or
brokered from the Washington Association of Conservation Districts nursery
located in Skagit County, and are
harvested from the field in winter when
dormant. These conservation grade
bare root plants have well-developed
roots and are easy to handle, transport
and plant. We strive to provide you
with large quantities of high quality
affordable bare root trees and shrubs.  
Also available for sale are tree tubes to
protect young plants from rodent damage and deer browse, and Plantskydd
Animal Repellent soluble powder, which
is a very effective odor-based herbivore
repellant. It lasts three to four
months during the growing
season and up to six months
during the winter.  Also be sure
and check out Woodbrook Nursery’s
selection of potted native plants
available only on the pick-up days.

Payment:  All orders must be
prepaid to secure them; an exception to this is for groups or other
customers using purchase orders.  
Plant Pick-Up: Customers will be able
to pick-up their plant order on February
19 and 20 at the Pierce Conservation
District office located at 5430 66th Ave.
E. in Puyallup. A map and schedule to
pick-up your order will be mailed with
your receipt. Every effort is made to
ensure your plants’ roots remain moist.  
However, they cannot be guaranteed
past the designated pick-up days,
so orders not picked up then will be
donated to local non-profits on Wednesday, February 24, at 12 p.m. There are
no refunds for orders not picked up. If
you do experience high mortality with
your plants soon after they are picked
up, please call to obtain a replacement plant coupon for the 2011 sale.
Quantities and Availability: All
shrubs will be sold in bundles of 5
plants. New this year, broadleaf trees
will also be sold in bundles of 5 plants.
All conifer trees, ground covers, and
tree tubes and stakes will still be sold
in bundles of 10. All plants are held
on a first come, first served basis.
Quantities of some species are limited,
so order early for best selection.  

The showy blooms of creamy-white flower
clusters make the Pacific ninebark plant an
attractive addition to your home’s landscaping.

Questions:  If you have any questions regarding your order or our
plant materials, please call René
at (253) 845-9770 ext. 106.
Help us spread the word about the
benefits of planting native plants and
the Conservation District bare root sale
by telling all your neighbors, friends,
relatives, and co-workers about it!

Salal is a native ground cover
whose black berries provide
food for wildlife.

To Order:  Orders will be taken until
January 31, 2010. Simply fill out the
enclosed order form and mail it along
with your check to: Pierce Conservation District, Attn. Tree Sale, P.O. Box
1057, Puyallup, WA 98371. In the
event we cannot fill all or part of your
order, a plant substitution will be
offered or a refund will be available.
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Common Name
Genus species

Height

Classification(s)

Habitat & Growth Characteristics. Typical Uses & Description.

Conifer Trees
Douglas Fir

250’

Pseudotsuga menziesii
Grand Fir

Well-drained soils. Windbreaks, firewood, lumber. Fastest growing conifer.
Moist to dry sites. Used as Christmas trees, lumber. Fragrant needles. Rapid
growth. 5-10 cm green cones borne upright on branches.
Found in moist, deep, rich soils. Bluish-green needles. 10-15 cm cones borne
upright on branches. Used as Christmas trees, lumber.
Highly adaptable. Found in bogs, dunes & rocky hilltops.  Good riparian restoration species.  Rapid growth.  
Prefers moist soils. Used for lumber, firewood. Majestic J-shaped branches. Does
not tolerate full sun when young.
Grows on moist sites, but not poorly drained soils. Used for lumber and riparian
restoration. Stiff, bluish-green needles not liked by deer.
Dry, coarse-textured soils. Used for lumber. 5” needles in bunches of 3. Platey,
buff colored bark.
Fairly dry to wet sites.  Found on humus as well as mineral soils. Graceful,
down-sweeping branches & feathery foliage.  State tree of Washington.
Prefers moist soils and seepage areas. Used for lumber.  3-6” purple cones on
female trees borne upright on branches.

250’

Abies grandis

Noble Fir

250’

Abies procera

Shore Pine

50’

Pinus contorta var. contorta

Western Red Cedar

150’

Thuja plicata

Sitka Spruce

Picea sitchensis (weevil resistant var.)

Ponderosa Pine        
Pinus ponderosa (Pierce County var.)
Western Hemlock        

Tsuga heterophylla

Pacific Silver Fir          

200’
100’
160’
150’

Abies amabilis

Broadleaf Trees
Pacific Madrone

Found on dry, sunny, often rocky sites with coarse textured soils. 6-7 mm
fragrant white flowers in clusters and orange-red berries popular with birds.
Dry, rocky slopes or bluffs, sometimes on deep, rich, well-drained soil along
seasonal creeks. Can tolerate flash floods. Acorns provide wildlife food.
Moist, well drained soils. A challenge to grow, but well worth it. Flowers with
large, showy white bracts.  Red berries provide wildlife food.
From wet to dry soils.  Good riparian restoration species. Berries favored by
birds and stems provide browse for deer.
Nitrogen fixer in wet and poorly drained soils.  Shrubby form along streams,
but a taller upright form in open sites.
Found in saturated to moist soil conditions, so great for stream bank stabilization and restoration. Multi-stemmed plant with hairy catkins.
Found in moist open places, forest edges, and riparian areas. Edible dark purple
berries provide food and 1.5” thorns provide protection for birds.

75’

Arbutus menziesii
Oregon White Oak

60’

Quercus garryana

Pacific Dogwood        

60’

Cornus nuttalli

Cascara

30’

Rhamnus purshiana

Sitka Alder     

10-30’

Alnus sinuata

Hooker Willow        

10-25’

Salix hookeriana

Black Hawthorn

15’

Crataegus douglasii

Shrubs
Red Osier Dogwood

Well drained soils to wet stream banks.  White clustered flowers with bright red
twigs in winter.  Tolerates pruning.
Dry to wet areas. Tall and rangy in shade and compact in the sun.  Seeds provide wildlife food and stems provide deer browse. Vibrant fall colors.
Dry to somewhat moist sites. Chains of pink flowers are a hummingbird magnet.  
Fruit eaten by birds.
Grows in damp, marshy sites to rocky areas.  Its white berries persist through
the winter.  Spreads by rhizomes, making it a good soil stabilizer.
Prefers moist soils.  Provides seeds and cover for birds.  Attractive white flower
clusters and peeling cinnamon colored bark.
Found in a wide variety of soil conditions- wet to dry.  Showy, fragrant white
flowers.  Birds eat woody fruit capsules.
Prefers moist soils.  Fast growing.  Small yellow flowers.  The black berries are
eaten by some bird species.
Found in a wide variety of soil conditions- wet to dry.  Pink five petal flowers
are fragrant.  Red rose hips.

15’

Cornus stolonifera
Vine Maple

10-30’

Acer circinatum

Red Flowering Currant   

3-8’

Ribes sanguineum

Snowberry

3-8’

Symphoricarpos albus

Ninebark

15’

Physocarpus capitatus

Mock Orange

10’

Philadelphus lewisii

Twinberry

12’

Lonicera involucrata

Nootka Rose

5-15’

Rosa nutkana

American Cranberry
Red Elderberry

15’

Sambucus racemosa

Beaked Hazelnut

Corylus cornuta var. californica
Evergreen Huckleberry

Vaccinium ovatum

Found in moist soils. White flowers and red drupe berries eaten by birds. Not a
cranberry as the name implies.
Found in moist soils. Creamy white flowers. The bright red berries are eaten by
birds and are edible when cooked.

10-12’

Viburnum opulus

Moist, but well-drained sites.   Spreads by suckers.  Catkins appear before leaves
in spring.  Nuts edible, but quickly eaten by jays and squirrels.
Shorter and bushier in full sun.  Tall and leggy in shade. Pink, bell shaped
flowers. Sweet purplish-black fruit.

3-10’
To 6’

Ground Covers
Kinnikinnick

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi
Salal

Gaultheria shallon

Legend:
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Full sun     

Well-drained soils. Spreads by rooting branches. Erosion control. Red berries
provide wildlife food.
Dry soils. Spreads by suckering. Erosion control. Black berries provide wildlife
food. Glossy leaves.

20 cm.
2-7’
max.

Partial shade     

Shade     

Evergreen     

Deciduous     

Flowers     

Fruit     

Seeds     

Rain Garden

2010 19th Annual Native Plant Sale Pre-Order Form
Pierce Conservation District
5430 66th Ave. E.
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371

NAME____________________________________________________ PHONE____________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________________ ZIP________________
EMAIL ADDRESS__________________________________________________

New Customer?   Yes   No    If yes, how did you hear about the sale?___________________________________ (253) 845-9770 ext. 106
renes@piercecountycd.org
Would you like to be added to the District’s newsletter mailing list?   Yes   No

www.piercecountycd.org

Pre-orders accepted now until January 31, 2010, for pick up on February 19 & 20, 2010 at 5430 66th Ave. E. in Puyallup. Due to
the fragile nature of bare root plants, orders not picked up on the specified dates will be donated to local non-profits on Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at noon. There are no refunds for plant orders not picked up. These are conservation grade native plants.
SPECIES

Size

PRICE PER BUNDLE	

QUANTITY

(# of bundles)

Subtotal

Conifer Trees					
Douglas Fir
Grand Fir
Noble Fir
Shore Pine
Sitka Spruce     
Western Red Cedar
Pierce Co. Ponderosa Pine     
Western Hemlock
Pacific Silver Fir

12” Bare Root
8-10” Bare Root
8-10” Bare Root
8-10” Bare Root
6-8” Bare Root
12” Bare Root
6” Bare Root
8-10” Bare Root
6” Bare Root

10 trees for $6
10 trees for $6
10 trees for $11
10 trees for $6
10 trees for $6
10 trees for $11
10 trees for $4
10 trees for $11
10 trees for $6

6-10” Plugs
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
18”+ Bare Root
36” Cuttings
18”+ Bare Root

5 trees for $21
5 trees for $9
5 trees for $6
5 trees for $8
5 trees for $8
5 trees for $6
5 trees for $6

12”+ Bare Root
18”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
18-36” Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
6-12” Bare Root
12”+ Bare Root
6-12” Bare Root
4” Plugs

5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $8
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $7
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $6
5 shrubs for $10
5 plugs for $13

4” Plugs
4” Plugs

10 plugs for $21
10 plugs for $20

24”

10 tubes/stakes for $17
$23/lb.

Broadleaf Trees
Pacific Madrone
Oregon White Oak
Pacific Dogwood
Cascara
Sitka Alder    New!
Hooker Willow      
Black Hawthorn

Shrubs
Red Osier Dogwood
Vine Maple
Red Flowering Currant  
Snowberry
Ninebark
Mock Orange
Twinberry
Nootka Rose       
American Cranberry
Red Elderberry
Beaked Hazelnut    New!
Evergreen Huckleberry       

Ground Covers
Kinnikinnick       
Salal

extras
Tree Tubes & Stakes
Plantskydd Animal Repellent

1 lb. soluble powder concentrate

Please complete the above order form and mail it and your payment to:  Pierce Conservation
District, P.O. Box 1057, Puyallup, WA 98371 by January 31,     
2010.  Please call René
Skaggs
at (253) 845-9770, ext. 106 with any questions.  Purchase Orders
accepted.
				
			

Subtotal
9.3% Tax
Total

Chicken Management 101: Small-Scale
Egg Production Class a Huge Success
Judging by the overwhelming response
to the Chicken Management 101 class
last May, residents of Pierce County
and beyond are very interested in
foraying beyond backyard gardening
and into home egg production. The
class was designed both for home
egg producers and those
interested in beginning
their own egg sales.
Co-sponsored by the Pierce
Conservation District
and WSU Pierce County
Extension, the workshop
invited a diverse team of experts to
speak to the class participants. Topics covered in the three-hour session

included: municipality regulations,
coop design, breeds, feed and water,
diseases and insects, waste management, and egg management.  
Several interested people had to be
turned away, as the 120 person
maximum capacity of the classroom was quickly reached by
pre-registrants. Due to high
demand, the course will
likely be held again next
spring. If you cannot wait
until then and would like
to obtain the class notebook,
it is available for purchase from the
Pierce Conservation District for $5. Call
René at (253) 845-9770, ext. 106.

Senior Food Boxes – Another Good Year
Over 2,800 boxes of fresh local produce
are being delivered this year to lowincome seniors in Pierce County with
the help of Pierce County Aging and
Long Term Care and the Pierce County
Council. The Senior
Food Box Program
works in conjunction with funding
the District provides
to Aging and Long
Term Care to support the Senior
Farmers Market
In the shadow of Mt.
Rainier, some of the
world’s best rhubarb,
greens, peppers, and
corn are grown by
Richter Farms and
used to fill senior food
boxes around Pierce
County.
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Nutrition Program vouchers. Under
this program, low-income seniors
are eligible for vouchers that can be
used for fresh fruits and vegetables
at local area farmers markets.  
For eligible seniors who are unable to
get to local farmers markets to use their
vouchers, the District delivers boxes
of local produce. This year, Puyallup
farmer Tim Richter supplied boxes
packed with produce from his operation as well as other local farms. The
boxes contained items such as corn,
peppers, squash, lettuce, cabbage,
celery, beets, zucchini, and cucumbers for a healthy variety of locally
grown vegetables.  An addition to the
program this year was direct funding
to senior centers in Buckley, Milton,
Orting, Bonney Lake, and Sumner to
purchase fresh local produce to be
given (and in some cases even cooked!)
to the seniors they serve.  2009 marks
the third year of this program.

Fall Farm Management Workshops
The ABC’s of Paddock Footing

Pierce Conservation District Demonstration Farm, South Prairie
Saturday, September 26, 10-11:30 a.m.
Winter is just around the corner, but
you still have time to install footing
material in your livestock paddocks
to prevent knee-deep mud from bogging you and your animals down again
this year! Take a tour of the District’s
demonstration paddocks to learn about
different types of footing materials
currently being used.  You will also
learn how to install them correctly, so
you will only have to do this job once.  
Demonstration paddocks have been
set up using three types of footing
materials in five different combinations, so the features of the different
materials can be compared side by side.    

Small Farm BMP Tour

Fox Island
Sunday, September 27, 2-4 p.m.
Low cost best management practices
(BMPs) will be highlighted at this
WSU Master Gardener’s small farm.
We will review how to install new
pastures, fertilizer schedules, and how
to prepare fall pastures for productive spring growth. Two different
paddock systems will be examined,
with an emphasis on installation
and maintenance tips to keep winter
mud problems to a minimum.

Composting and Small Farm Tour
Rocky Bay, Key Peninsula
Sunday, October 4, 1-3 p.m.

Tour this small farm as we discuss the
benefits of composting. From simple bin
design to collection, storage, and reapplication onto growing and healthy pas-

tures, this process will be broken down
(pardon the pun) into easy components.
This workshop will give you the information necessary to evaluate your own
bin design details and outline the steps
necessary to cook up some black gold.

Paddock Paradise Tour

Mackey Farm, Roy
Sunday, October 11, 2-4 p.m.
Visit the Mackey farm in Roy, where
horses, donkeys, goats, and sheep have
been living in a “Paddock Paradise”
structure and have been rotated
through an accompanying pasture
strip grazing system for the past year.  
Paddock Paradise is both a term and a
concept used to describe natural horse
boarding.  Introduced by veteran hoof
care professional and natural horse care
advocate Jaime Jackson in his 2006
book, “Paddock Paradise, A Guide to
Natural Horse Boarding” (Star Ridge
Publishing), natural horse boarding
is designed to encourage movement
through the creation of a series of
paths (tracks) with a quantity of various stimuli such as strategically placed
feeding spots and watering holes that
are incorporated within or alongside the
track.  Hear and see what the Mackeys
have done, learned, and plan to improve
on their Paddock Paradise journey.

Golden Given Farm Tour

Wear Farm, Tacoma
Saturday, October 17, 9-11 a.m.
Tour the 4.4 acre, 3 horse farm that
Norm and Myrna Wear have dramatically improved since purchasing five
years ago.  They constructed a paddock
area next to the barn where they have
installed sand footing over drain rock
and geotextile fabric to prevent winter

mud.  They re-planted the pastures and
have set up a three-pasture rotational
grazing system.  They established a
lane to both move the horses on their
long narrow property and to provide
an additional exercise area. They also
compost the manure collected from
the paddocks and spread it on the
pastures.  And they planted native
plants around the ponded area in their
pasture to provide wildlife habitat.  
Come see how far they have come
in five years, and get some ideas to
take back home to your own farm.

Fencing 201: Troubleshooting
Vaughn
Sunday, October 25, 12-3 p.m.

Learn how to avoid or fix common
problems with electric fence.  We
will review brace and fence basics
and cover grounding, how to locate
shorts, and electricity outage concerns.  Electric fence options and
predator control will also be covered
in this hands-on workshop.

Getting Your Farm Ready for
Winter
Gig Harbor
Sunday, November 1, 1-3 p.m.

This educational presentation will
guide livestock owners through the
core best management practices of
mud, manure and pasture management. Learn how to keep animals
out of the muck and reduce your
farm’s impact to soil and water.
Please call René or Erin at (253)
845-9770 to register for the workshops. A map will be sent to you
upon registration.

Tractors: Choosing the Correct Size, Implements, and Safety Considerations
Sumner Tractor, Wednesday, September 16, 6-8 p.m.

So you have a farm, livestock, and the chores that go with maintaining each of
them.  If you are considering, or have already purchased a tractor and implements to make farm life easier, more enjoyable, and productive, this is the class for
you!  Jason Johnson of Sumner Tractor will discuss the things to consider when
choosing the correct size tractor for the jobs needing to be done on your farm.  He
will also go through the list of implements that make farm chores easier, and
basic tractor safety to eliminate debilitating and sometimes fatal accidents.
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Low Cost Best Management Practices
for Small Farms
While the best things in life may be
free, many small farm best management practices (BMPs) are certainly low
cost. Implementing these wallet saving
practices can not only facilitate a high
return rate through increased farm
productivity, they can also improve
property aesthetics, reduce pollution,
and improve animal health.
• Soil testing is an inexpensive tool
you can use to identify nutrient
deficiencies and overages in your
soil which allows you to refine your
fertilization schedule and maximize
pasture productivity. By knowing
how much and what type of fertilizer
to apply, and when to apply it, you
can potentially reduce product costs.
Farm technicians from the Pierce
Conservation District are available to help collect a soil sample,
send it in for analysis, interpret
the results, and develop a nutrient
management schedule based on
your pasture management goals.
• Composting is easy and the structures used to contain and facilitate
the process can be very low cost.
Collected livestock waste, uneaten

Even inexpensive composting structures will
help reduce pile size,
kill some weed seeds
and pathogens, and
create an amendment
more accessible to
growing forage.
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Soil samples can accurately identify
plant nutrient needs to help fine tune
your fertilizer strategy.

feed, and soiled bedding can be kept
under a tarp or confined into pallet
or straw bale bins. As long as the
manure and other materials maintain a balanced carbon to nitrogen
ratio, it will all break down into rich
compost. By collecting and composting waste under cover, nutrients in
the pile are prevented from leaching
into groundwater or being carried
away by stormwater. And as microbes
in the pile generate heat during
the decomposition process, some of
the weed seeds and pathogens die.
Nutrients are broken down into more
accessible forms that will be readily
taken up by grasses in the spring
and fall when they need it most.
• Proper manure fertilization can
represent a significant savings to
your farm operations. You’ve paid for
the feed already, so why not make it
work for you? Reapplying composted/
aged livestock waste to actively
growing pastures can sometimes
eliminate the need to purchase
additional fertilizer products. In
addition, applying composted manure
back on your pastures may eliminate
the need for costly waste removal.
Adding organic matter also improves
drought resistance, thereby reducing

the need to water and pushing your
grass to grow longer into the summer
season. While this practice can be
accomplished with a shovel, wheelbarrow, and a little elbow grease,
the PCD now has a small manure
spreader available to rent that can
be pulled by a riding mower or ATV.
• Pasture overseeding with aggressive
new varieties of forage grasses can
oftentimes rejuvenate those tired,
older pastures without the need for
major renovation. After testing the
soil and amending it per the recommendations, broadcast 15-25 pounds
of seed per acre in the early spring
or fall and harrow lightly. Keep
animals off the seeded area until the
roots have established and cannot
be pulled out. Mow to encourage
tillering and remember to keep the
stubble height at or above 3”.
• Vegetative Filter Strips, a.k.a.
Buffers, are strips of herbaceous vegetation established between livestock
areas and environmentally sensitive
areas such as wetlands, streams, or
ditches. Grazing, as well as fertilizer,
pesticide, and herbicide application,
is usually discouraged in these areas.
These buffers can be complimented
with native plants to provide shade,
food, and habitat for wildlife, while
also increasing the uptake of nutrients and filtering sediment out of
stormwater runoff. Check out the
PCD native plant list for varieties
that will do well on your property.

load of livestock and vehicles to prevent sinking. Both hog fuel and wood
chips should have a thick layer of
newspaper, straw, or 4” crushed rock
underneath. The top layer of footing
material should be no less than 12”
deep as it will quickly mat down to
6”. Sand, pea gravel, or crushed
rock should also have an interface of
larger crushed rock, grid, or geotextile fabric, and should be spread
4-6” deep. Raking this area and
keeping it clean will extend its life.

Buffers filter sediment laden runoff to prevent stormwater pollution, while providing
wildlife habitat.

• Improve Footing in high traffic
areas to prevent mud accumulation.
Mud is a great place for pathogens
and pests to congregate. It can also
lead to pulled muscles, tendons, and
muck boots. Reduce water in the
barnyard by rerouting roof runoff, or
improving the footing in areas that
tend to get muddy: around gates,
water troughs, and in front of shelters
or stalls. The first step to improving
footing is to scrape away the existing
loose soil. Next, lay down an interface layer material to distribute the

Work around the farm is never done.
However, by saving a little money with
these cost effective ideas, you’ll have
more left over for life’s best things.
For more information on how to install
these practices on your farm, or even
more ideas on how you can get the
most from your farm, contact your
Conservation District farm resource
technicians.

Controlling mud around high traffic areas
like troughs, gates, and shelters can reduce
chore time and keep animals healthier.

Work Smarter, Not Harder – New Tool Available from PCD
Farm equipment can make owning
livestock and managing land much
easier. For growers or hobbyists who
confine their livestock in winter,
waste can quickly pile up in bins
and under tarps.  While a wheelbarrow and shovel work fine to reapply
nutrients back on the fields during
the growing season, a manure
spreader can alleviate much of this
backbreaking job.

To help small farms implement one
of the components in their manure
management cycle, the Pierce Conservation District is pleased to announce the
arrival of a 25-bushel manure spreader
available for rent to Pierce County
residents.  This ground driven spreader,
purchased through a water quality protection grant, is ideal for farms storing
less than 50 yards of aged material.

While a farm management plan is not
required, those interested in renting
the manure spreader ($50 rental fee)
will need a recent site visit from
a farm planner and a current soil
sample showing nutrient deficiencies
on the land to be amended.  For more
information, contact René or Erin at
(253) 845-9770.
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Steps to Hosting
a Natural Yard
Care Party:

Fall Water Quality
Monitoring
Schedule
Quarterly stream monitors: The
summer monitoring window ends on
September 14, 2009. The fall monitoring window will begin September
21, 2009, and ends on December 14,
2009.  Bi-monthly volunteers are
scheduled to monitor during September and November.
Don’t Forget! Late summer or early
fall is the time to do the Streamwalk Assessment.  No matter which
monitoring schedule you follow, you
should complete the Streamwalk in
one of the following months: August,
September, or October.

Stream
Monitoring
Training
Are you interested in learning more
about streams and water quality issues?  Stream Team monitors
provide an important service by
being the “eyes and ears” of our
local waterways.  Water quality data
collected by volunteers provides
baseline information about a stream,
and monitors are sometimes the
first to note possible problems in
local streams.  A stream monitoring
training workshop will be held on
September 26, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  To
register or for more information,
contact the Stream Team office
at (253) 845-2973 or by e-mail:  
isabelr@piercecountycd.org.
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Natural Yard Care
Garden Parties
Wrap up your summer by hosting a Natural Yard Care Garden Party with help
from the Tacoma-Pierce County Health
Department, Pierce County Master Gardeners, and Pierce County Solid Waste.  
These parties are a fun and casual way
to learn about natural environmental
practices for your lawn and garden.
The Natural Yard Care Garden Parties
will give Pierce County and Tacoma
residents the opportunity to host a
natural gardening workshop right in
your own backyard.  Party hosts invite
friends and neighbors and provide
refreshments for the guests, and
each host may choose from a menu
of gardening topics to be presented.  
All participants receive natural yard
care products (such as natural organic
fertilizer or less-toxic pest control
products). The program is free.
The number of workshops will be
limited throughout the month of
September, so call early to get your
name on the list!  To learn more about
hosting a garden party, call Geoff
Rinehart at (253) 798-4587.

1. Book a date

Call the Natural Yard Care Program at (253) 798-4587 to book
a date and time for your garden
party and let us know what
topic you would like presented.
This summer, we are offering
workshops on natural lawn care,
basic soils management, backyard composting/worm composting, “Right Plant, Right Place”
garden design, and integrated pest
management, to name a few.

2. Send out invitations

Promote the program in your
neighborhood and get together a
group of 15 friends and neighbors.
Workshops will be tailored to meet
your needs. The Tacoma-Pierce
County Health Department will provide customized invitations for the
host to distribute to their guests.

3. Have the party

Provide a fun, casual location
for the workshop. For example,
if you’re having a party in your
backyard, you may want to suggest that your guests bring lawn
chairs. On the day of the workshop,
the instructors will bring along
the workshop resource materials
and samples of natural yard care
products for you and your guests.

World Water Monitoring Day
World Water Monitoring Day (WWMD)
is an international education and
outreach program that promotes public
awareness and involvement in protecting water resources by encouraging
citizens to participate in basic monitoring of their local water bodies.
In celebration of WWMD, Stream Team
will be submitting data collected by our
volunteer stream monitors during the

fall to the WWMD program database.
If you would like to participate,
please contact the Stream Team
office for a water quality kit.
If you are not currently a stream
monitor but are interested in
becoming one, Stream Team will
hold a stream monitoring training on Saturday, September 26.

Stream
Team
Mission:

Stream Team is a coalition of volunteers whose
goal is to improve the quality of streams in Pierce
County for the benefit of fish, wildlife, and people
through public education and action projects.

Dig In, Lend A Hand, and Help Restore Local Streams
While spring brings the excitement of
first blooms and the end of cold weather, fall is actually the best time to plant
native trees and shrubs in western
Washington.  Fall projects allow plants
a chance to establish roots and become
acclimated to their new home before
the first growing season comes along
the following summer.  This fall, Stream
Team invites volunteers to help with
plantings in the Puyallup, Nisqually,
and Clover-Chambers watersheds.
October 3 – After several years of
diligent knotweed eradication efforts,
approximately 1,000 feet along South
Prairie Creek are ready for replanting at the District’s Bee Spit Honey
property near Orting.  Knotweed, an
aggressive invasive plant that creates a monoculture and does little
to stabilize streambanks, has taken
over many riparian areas in the Puget
Sound.  This planting will re-introduce
a diversity of native trees and shrubs
to help keep the knotweed at bay.  This
planting is a continuation of restoration efforts begun last spring with
the installation of more than 3,000

plants in other areas of the site.
October 17 – Another round of restoration is also underway along Tanwax
Creek between Eatonville and McKenna.  
Led by the Nisqually Tribe, this planting
will continue work done in 2007 and
2008 to establish a diversity of native
plants that will eventually grow up to
shade and minimize the reed canary
grass that threatens the stream.  
October 31 – The ghosts of early
twentieth century alterations to the
Ohop Creek valley will begin to disappear now that a massive, six-mile
restoration project near Eatonville is
underway.  Due to be completed in
stages over a number of years, work
to reshape the stream channel and
convert pastures into riparian habitat
begins this fall on property managed by the Nisqually Land Trust.
November 7 – Urban stream restoration
takes place along Clover Creek at Parkland Prairie on a pilot project overseen
by the South Puget Sound Salmon
Enhancement Group.  Decades ago,
parts of Clover Creek were relocated
and the streambed was replaced with

asphalt, which resulted in numerous
negative consequences to the stream
ecosystem.  A 620’ section of asphalt
was removed this past summer and
streambank planting will take place this
fall to complete the site restoration.
November 21 – Enhancement continues along the Mashel River in
Eatonville to stabilize stream banks
and improve salmon habitat for this
important tributary to the Nisqually
River.  The Nisqually Tribe has installed
log jams to prevent erosion and create
pools where salmon can rest and take
refuge.  Planting will take place in
these areas disturbed by construction.
All plantings are scheduled from 9
a.m.-12 p.m., rain or shine. Planting projects are subject to change
or cancellation at any time. Please
contact Stream Team directly to
confirm planting details and obtain
directions and other information:
(253) 845-2973 or streamteam@
piercecountycd.org.

2009 Salmon Homecoming Event
Alder Baked Salmon and Roasted Local Corn Galore!
On Saturday, September 26, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., the Pierce Conservation District, Puyallup Tribe, Pierce County, and the Puyallup Watershed Council
will celebrate the annual return of salmon to South Prairie Creek. Rona
Yellow Robe, a talented local singer and Native American flute player, will
also be performing at the event. Yellow Robe describes herself as a Cree
woman of the Chippewa Cree Tribe of Rocky Boy, Montana. In her words,
her music offers a “message of healing” and combines native spirituality with nature themes to produce a beautiful and serene presentation.
Another added attraction this year will be the biennial return of pink
salmon to the river. The salmon trail and the bridge crossing South Prairie
Creek offer visitors an opportunity to see salmon when they are spawning.
Donations will be accepted for lunch, which will begin at noon. RSVP for
lunch to Monty Mahan, 253-845-9787, montym@piercecountycd.org.
Native American flute player Rona Yellow Robe
performs with guitarist Bruce Witham.
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Stream Team Inquiries:
Jayme Gordon,
Stream Team Coordinator
jaymeg@piercecountycd.org

$45,000 Awarded to Small
Watershed Projects
Now, many of these projects are coming
to a close as another round of grants
is being considered for late 2009-early
2010, based on available funding.

Isabel Ragland,
Stream Team Assistant
isabelr@piercecountycd.org
Melissa Buckingham,
Urban Conservation Program Coordinator
melissab@piercecountycd.org
5430 66th Avenue East
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 845-2973
The Puyallup/Clover-Chambers Small Grant
Program helped fund the planting of native
trees and shrubs at the Kobayashi property in
University Place by members of the Tahoma
Audubon’s after school Osprey Club. (Photo
courtesy of Stephanie Swaim, Tahoma
Audubon Society.)

Fantastic Fun at
the Puyallup Fair
It’s that time of year again, when
students begin thinking of school
and everyone begins thinking of the
Puyallup Fair.  Stream Team and the
Pierce Conservation District will be
back in full swing at the Fair, displaying information on what we do and
how the public can become involved
with our upcoming projects.  Our
booth will again be in the Northwest
Outdoors Building where we are
surrounded by other natural resource
organizations.  Plus, Stream Team will
host three sessions in the building’s
Hands-On Arena:  the Stuff-A-Fish
activity on Friday, September 18
(12-5 p.m.) and the Edible Aquifer
activity on September 17 and 24 (5-7
p.m. both days). The Hands-On Arena
is open from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. daily –
come visit and see what’s going on!
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Twenty small projects were funded
in 2008 through the first round of
the Puyallup/Clover-Chambers Small
Grants Program.  Half of them focused
on the Puyallup River Watershed and
half focused on the Clover-Chambers
Watershed.  Grants were awarded to
projects that improved water quality
and salmon habitat, and also involved
community outreach and education.  

Projects funded in the first round
included native plantings, invasives
removal, educational films, stormdrain
marking, rain garden installation, and
development of educational materials.  
These projects were completed through
hard work by schools, non-profit
organizations, local jurisdictions, and
committed volunteers.  Project sponsors
will have the opportunity to share their
accomplishments with the public in
early fall 2009.
Pierce Conservation District partnered
with Pierce County Surface Water
Management, City of Lakewood, and
the Watershed Resource Inventory Area
(WRIA) 10/12 Community Salmon Fund
to offer this grant program.  For more
information about the Puyallup/ CloverChambers Small Grant Program, go to
www.piercecountywa.org/sgp or contact
Melissa Paulson at Pierce County SWM
at (253) 798-4686.  

Lu Winsor Memorial Grant – KGI Watershed
Grant funds are available for organizations, schools, and individuals to work
collaboratively with the Key PeninsulaGig Harbor-Islands (KGI) Watershed
Council to address drainage, water quality, and habitat issues within the KGI
Watershed. The purpose of the grant
is to encourage citizen involvement in
projects that implement the KGI Watershed Action Plan. Such projects may
include watershed education, enhancement and restoration activities, and the
purchase of equipment and supplies for
projects that improve the watershed.

The maximum grant amount is $2,000
per project, but you are encouraged to
apply for less if your project does not
require the full amount.
This grant is only available for projects in the KGI Watershed. To apply,
complete the brief 2009 Lu Winsor
Memorial Environmental Grant Application (http://www.piercecountywa.org/
KGI) by Friday, October 30. For more
information about the Lu Winsor Memorial Grant, please contact Barbara Ann
Smolko of Pierce County Surface Water
Management at (253) 798-6156.

Simple Things
YOU Can Do
to Help!
Raising Awareness to Keep Wapato Clean
The City of Tacoma has identified the
Wapato Lake watershed as a resource in
need of help and has begun the steps
to create a long-term management plan
for the entire watershed and lake.  One
major component of managing the
system is stormwater, or the rainfall
that does not absorb into the earth and
instead runs off land and impervious
surfaces.  This type of pollution, also
known as non-point source pollution, is
the biggest contributor to water quality

One of the 10 teams who volunteered on June
27 place curb markers in the Wapato Lake
watershed in south Tacoma. Each team was
responsible for marking 45-50 catchbasins.

impairment in many of the nation’s
water bodies.  Pollution from stormwater is difficult to control because the
runoff accumulates things such as oil
and grease, chemicals, nutrients, heavy
metals, and bacteria as it travels across
land, into our stormdrains, and ultimately into places like Wapato Lake.
Part of cleaning up the watershed is
educating the community within that
watershed that their activities impact
the body of water into which their
catchbasins drain.  Placing curb markers
bearing the “Dump No Waste” message
next to each and every stormdrain is a
sure way to create that connection in
people’s minds.
Stream Team partnered with the City of
Tacoma for the “Wake up for Wapato”
event on June 12, where 17 volunteers
placed 130 curb markers in the Wapato
Lake watershed.  Then on June 27,
Stream Team returned with Citizens
for a Healthy Bay and 40 volunteers to
mark an additional 471 catchbasins that
drain directly into Wapato Lake.

1. Do not dump anything
into stormdrains. They
flow untreated into the
nearest body of water.
2. Avoid using too much fertilizer on lawns and gardens.
Test your soil to determine
the correct amount of
chemical to apply and only
apply when necessary.
3. Repair auto leaks.
4. Clean up pet waste from
your yard. Nutrient overloading is common in
high pet density areas.
5. Wash vehicles at a car wash
or on your lawn. Commercial
car washes clean their water
before it enters into the
stormwater system and lawns
help filter many pollutants
associated with cars.
6. Dispose of hazardous material at a designated center.

Project Funding Available through the Green Partnership Fund
The Green Partnership Fund began
in 2004 to further the goal of implementing natural resource, agricultural, and local food supply conservation
for the citizens of Pierce County.  The
fund was established through the
cooperative efforts of the Tacoma City
Council, the Pierce County Council,
and the Pierce Conservation District

Board of Supervisors, and today
the fund is managed by the Greater
Tacoma Community Foundation.  
The upcoming 2010 funding cycle
begins with a Letter of Intent that
is due by September 30, 2009.  A
total of $100,000 is available for
distribution in 2010, with a maximum

allocation of $10,000 per project.
If you are interested in applying
for Green Partnership funds or have
questions about whether your project
meets the grant qualifications, please
contact Sherrana Kempton, Greater
Tacoma Community Foundation, at
(253) 383-5622.
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Ag Plastic Recycling Event
Re-Cap and Future Possibilities
The Ag Plastic Recycling Event held on
May 16 at the WSU Puyallup Research
and Extension Center was the place to
be if you wanted to recycle plastics that
traditional drop-off recycling centers
cannot accept. Lower fuel prices have
depressed recycled plastic markets and
have decreased the array of plastics
that can be economically collected by
specialized companies such as Agri-Plas
Inc. However, they were still able to
send a truck and a two-man crew to
collect plastics that farmers traditionally have to pay to dispose of at landfills.

Employees of Agri-Plas Inc. and volunteers
sort through and load materials dropped
off by Full Circle Farm at the Ag Plastics
Recycling Event held in May.

Farms such as Left Foot Organics in
Olympia and Full Circle Farm in Carnation took advantage of the event to
drop off nursery pots and trays and
drip tape used for water conservation
irrigation that eventually becomes

clogged with minerals. Livestock owners
dropped off broken buckets, feed
sacks, and hay twine. And homeowners
brought in items such as kiddy pools
and food containers.  
Thanks to Agri-Plas Inc. for sending
the truck and crew, WSU Pierce County
Extension for allowing the collection
event to take place at their Puyallup
facility, and Girl Scout Troop #40814
and Dale Thompson for helping sort and
load the materials as they came in!
The Conservation District has requested
to become a drop-off collection site for
Agri-Plas Inc. when plastics recycling
markets improve. We will certainly let
you know if that happens.

Save the date!
The first Saturday in October is the annual HarvestFest Farm Tour. The self-guided HarvestFest
tour runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with many fun
and interesting farm destinations to explore across
Pierce County. Pick up a HarvestFest Guide at a
farmers market or at the Conservation
District office throughout
September. Find
out more about
HarvestFest at www.
PierceCountyWa.org/
HarvestFest.

Roy, WA
253-843-2455

Specializing in small jobs • Fast and friendly service

Full Care Horse Boarding
Kathy Richardson, CHA Certified Instructor
Western/English Riding Lessons
Birthday Parties Available

www.rustybarranch.com
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(253) 691-8185

October

September
Sept 11-27

ST-PCD Booth at the
Puyallup Fair.  Visit us
in the Northwest Outdoors
Building!

Sept 16

Tractor Workshop, Sumner, 6-8
p.m. Call (253) 845-9770 to register
and for more information.

Sept 26

Stream Monitoring Workshop,
9 a.m.-12 p.m., location TBA. Call
(253) 845-2973 to register.

Sept 26

Sept 26

Salmon Homecoming, South
Prairie, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Call (253)
845-9787 for more information
and to RSVP.
Small Farm BMP Tour, Fox Island,
2-4 p.m. Call (253) 845-9770 to
register and for more information.

Sept 30

Letter of Intent deadline for
Green Partnership Fund grant
applications. Call (253) 383-5622
for more information.

November

Nov 7

Nov 21

Bee Spit Planting,
Orting, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Call
(253) 845-2973 for more
information.

Oct 3

Pierce County
HarvestFest, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.  Visit www.PierceCountyWa.org/HarvestFest
for more information.

Oct 4

Composting and Small
Farm Tour, Key Peninsula,
1-3 p.m. Call (253) 8459770 to register and for
more information.

Oct 11

Paddock Paradise Tour,
Roy, 2-4 p.m. Call (253)
845-9770 to register and
for more information.

Paddock Footing Workshop,
South Prairie, 10-11:30 a.m. Call
(253) 845-9770 to register.

Sept 27

Nov 1

Oct 3

Winter Farm Workshop,
Gig Harbor, 1-3 p.m. Call
(253) 845-9770 to register
and for more information.
Clover Creek Planting,
Parkland, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Call (253) 845-2973 for
more information.
Mashel River Planting,
Eatonville, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Call (253) 845-2973 for
more information.

Oct 17

Small Farm BMP Tour,
Tacoma, 9-11 a.m. Call
(253) 845-9770 to register
and for more information.

Oct 17

Tanwax Creek Planting,
McKenna, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Call (253) 845-2973 for
more information.

Oct 25

Fencing 201 Workshop,
Vaughn, 12-3 p.m. Call
(253) 845-9770 to register
and for more information.

Oct 30

Oct 31

Lu Winsor grant applications due for KGI
Watershed. Contact Barbara
Ann Smolko for more information (253) 798-6156.
Ohop Creek Planting,
Eatonville, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Call (253) 845-2973 for
more information.

Who We Are:
Board of Supervisors
Ernie Bay, Chair
Anders Ibsen, Vice Chair
Dave Seabrook, Auditor
Jeanette Dorner, Member
Janice Bryant, Member
Associate Members
Ted Bottiger
Roy Lampson
Gary Grant
John Olson

Karen Willard

District Staff
Mike Baden, Technician/Grant Administrator
Melissa Buckingham, Urban Conservation
Program Coordinator
Selena Corwin, Financial Administrator
Erin Ewald, Small Farm Planner
Sarah Garitone, Ag. Assistance Program Coordinator
Jayme Gordon, Stream Team Coordinator
Monty Mahan, District Manager
Isabel Ragland, Stream Team Assistant
René Skaggs, Farm Resource Specialist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Monica Hoover, Soil Conservationist
Chuck Natsuhara, Soil Scientist
Paul Rogers, District Conservationist

Our Sponsors
The Pierce Conservation District would like to
thank the following businesses for helping sponsor the publication of The Tahoma View. If you
or your business would like to become a sponsor
please call (253) 845-9770.
Rocky Bay Equine Hospital • 12604 189th Ave.
KPN (253) 858-4529 • (360) 876-1544

Woodbrook nursery
Growing Pacific NW Natives
Gig Harbor, WA
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For info check website: www.woodbrook.net
Office phone: 253.265.6271 • Cell: 253.225.1900

15

Pierce Conservation District &
Pierce Stream Team
5430 66th Ave. E.
P.O. Box 1057
Puyallup, WA 98371

NonProfit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Tacoma, WA
Permit No. 356

Address Service Requested

Printed on paper containing 50% recycled fiber content
with 20% post consumer recovered fiber. Please recycle
when you are done or pass it on to a friend.

C o n s e r v a t io n Ac r oss P i e r c e C o u n t y

Upcoming Events..
• Stream Plantings
• Fall Farm
Workshops
• Stream Monitoring
Training
• Salmon
Homecoming
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